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Synopsis

Police chief Jesse Stone has received his share of unusual calls, but none can top the one from
theA A local junior high school. When reports of lewd conduct by the schoolA¢a -4,¢s principal,
Betsy Ingersoll, filter into the station, Jesse is faced with a particularly delicate situation. Jesse, of
course, would like nothing more than to see the prim, peculiar Ingersoll punished. But Betsy
Ingersoll is married to the managing partner of the biggest law firm in the state, and Jay Ingersoll
wants the matter buried. And he is used to getting what he wants.At the same time, the women of
Paradise are being threatened by a tormented voyeur, dubbed A¢a -A“The Night Hawk,A¢a —As
whoAg¢a -4,¢s been scouring suburban neighborhoods as evening falls. Initially heA¢a -a,¢s
content to simply peer through windows, but as pressure builds, he becomes more reckless,
entering homes, forcing his victims to strip at gunpoint, then photographing them at their most
vulnerable. And according to the notes heA¢a -4,¢s sending, heA¢a -4,¢s not satisfied to stop

there. ItA¢a -4,¢s up to Jesse to catch the Night Hawk, before itA¢a -a,¢s too late.
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Customer Reviews

In bestseller Parker’s fluffy eighth Jesse Stone novel (after Stranger in Paradise), the Paradise,
Mass., police chief almost effortlessly performs his laconic magic to restore order and right wrongs.
When Betsy Ingersoll, the junior high school principal, decides to conduct a check of girls’ undies
before an eighth-grade dance, it may or may not have been a crime, but it certainly provokes a

firestorm of protests. Then there’s a Peeping Tom calling himself the Night Hawk, whose activities



escalate from watching to home invasions. In addition, the legal activities of a group of adults calling
themselves the Paradise Free Swingers are badly affecting two children. Jesse’s ex-wife, Jenn, and
his deputies, Molly Crane and Suit Simpson, lend support. With a few bold strokes, Parker sketches
characters and plot, then uses long stretches of his trademark pithy dialogue to carry the story
briskly forward. The result may not provide much of a meal, but it's certainly an enjoyable snack.
(Feb.) Copyright A A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights

reserved. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

Paradise, Massachusetts, has seen its share of crime since Jesse Stone became the police chief,
and as officer Molly Crane observes, it seems more like Sodom and Gomorrah every day. This time
trouble erupts when middle-school principal Betsy Ingersoll does a panty check of her female
students before an after-school danceA¢a —4a sshe was checking A¢a -A“suitability,A¢a -As
according to the unrepentant Mrs. Ingersoll. After Jesse andA A Molly have dispersed the irate
parents, the questions of motive and potential charges remain at issue. It doesnA¢a -4,¢t help that
Mr. Ingersoll is the managing partner of BostonA¢a -a,¢s most influential legal firm.

ThereA¢a -4,¢s also the matter of a peeping tomA¢a -4 «calling himself the Night Hawk in letters
to StoneA¢a -4 ‘who has escalated from just looking to home invasion and photographing his nude
victims. The key to the Night HawkA¢a -4a,¢s identity may lie somewhere within

ParadiseA¢a -a,¢s wife-swapping, swinging-couples scene. Stone, who continues to struggle with
hisA A drinking and his obsession with his manipulative ex-wife,A A is the most engaging of
ParkerA¢a -a,¢s post-Spenser contemporary protagonistsA¢a -a *Everett Hitch and Virgil Cole
from the authorA¢a -4,¢s two recent westerns are equally appealing. This is a solid, though lightly
plotted mystery, but the dialogue is spot on, and the professional chemistry between Stone and his
small force is its own reason to read the series. --Wes Lukowsky --This text refers to the Paperback

edition.

A well-crafted book can linger in my mind long after it is finished, its words, sentences, scenes or
characters appearing in random spaces of my life, like the grocery store checkout line or in the car,
prompting me to philosophize, laugh, smile, and frown. The novel Night and Day by Virginia Woolf is
one such book.Although there is much in Night and Day to analyze, savor, or

dislikeAfA¢A & -A a «all equally valid reactions from a good readAfA¢A a -A a +one of the most
memorable scenes takes place mainly in the consciousness of the family, and more specifically, in

KatherineAfA¢A a -A a,¢s consciousness. The catalyst for this scene, which is also the beginning



of the book, is a visit from Ralph Denham, a poor man who wants to be rich. To him, Katherine
Hilbery and her family have it allAfA¢A & -A & swealth, property, positionAfA¢A & -A & swithout
having to work for it. Despite appearances, not all is perfect within KatherineAfA¢A a -A a,¢s
family, and not for the typical reasons we see unfolding in a TV drama series. The situation is as
follows: KatherineAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s grandfather, Richard Alardyce, was a great and important
poet; and as with so many other, great, important poet menAfA¢A a -A & *Woolf is poking a little
fun hereAfA¢A & -A a +his biography must be written. Katherine and her mother have been tasked
since birth with the writing of this biography.Woolf unfolds her narrative carefully, lulling the reader
dreamily into the deep mire into which Katherine one day finds herself. At age 27, she and her
mother still have no biography to show the world. Nevertheless, KatherineAfA¢A 4 -A &,¢s view
of her mother has been up to this point optimistic and sympathetic, even as she realizes how absurd
the task has become for both of them. Her account of watching her mother at work:"These spells of
inspiration never burnt steadily, but flickered over the gigantic mass of the subject as capriciously as
a will-oAfA¢A & -A &,¢-the wisp, lighting now on that point, now on that. It was as much as
Katherine could do to keep the pages of her motherAfA¢A a -A &,¢s manuscript in order, but to
sort them so that the sixteenth year of Richard AlardyceAfA¢A & -A a,¢s life succeeded the
fifteenth was beyond her skill. And yet they were so brilliant, these paragraphs, so nobly phrased, so
lightning-like in their illumination, that the dead seemed to crowd the very room. Read continuously,
they produced a sort of vertigo, and set her asking herself in despair what on earth she[Katherine]
was to do with themAfA¢A & -A ABut the book must be written. It was a duty that they owed the
world, and to Katherine, at least, it meant more than that, for if they could not between them get this
one book accomplished they had no right to their privileged position." (Pg. 30).The situation
intensifies when we discover that Katherine is hiding what she truly feels passionate about, and
prefers doing over writing:"[Katherine]AfA¢A & —-A Awould not have cared to confess how infinitely
she preferred the exactitude, the star-like impersonality, of figures to the confusion, agitation, and
vagueness of the finest prose. There was something a little unseemly in thus opposing the tradition
of her family; something that made her feel wrong-headed, and thus more than ever disposed to
shut her desires away from view and cherish them with extraordinary fondness." (Pg. 34).Her desire
to do math and retreat into silence and thought provides the bulk of a thin but tenacious little thread
that runs through the entire book, hinted at only a few timesAfA¢A & —A & «as if the thinking of it in
front of the reader is too much a kind of betrayal. This small, unassuming thread destabilizes her
relationshipsAfA¢A & —A & «including her engagement to Rodney, who often observed Katherine

within the strict confines of their position and endlessly misunderstood her, even if he did love



herAfA¢A & -A & -and brings her finally to a place where she must decide for herself what to do.
Thereafter a delightful sense of irony colors the entire story. Katherine, who clearly prefers

AfA¢A a -A A<iguresAfA¢A & -A A-which she finds simple and clear, is herself perpetually
enmeshed and paralyzed in the AfA¢A a -A A“confusion, agitation, and vagueness of the finest
proseAfA¢A a -A As in this case, in WoolfAfA¢A & -A a,¢s own finest prose. Woolf as author
becomes Greek god, inserting Katherine directly into the kind of story she would dislike reading, a
life that has been dragged into a dark thicket of mismatched engagements, feelings that confuse
and entangle, and only after all that emotional upheaval and pain and discomfort, a union with
Ralph, the most turbulent, emotionally distressed character in the entire book. Her own expression
of love comes in a AfA¢A & -A A“broken statementAfA¢A & -A A. (Pg. 430) and is filled with
imagery of fireAfA¢A a4 -A 4 sperhaps a symbol of the destruction such a partnership has wrought
on her own day-to-day patterns up until this point. Yet with Ralph, there will be space for a different
life in the form of a cottage where she can become the mathematician she wishes to be. And even
though Katherine cannot describe or say to herself that she is falling in love, not very well, Woolf
wonderfully describes the situation for the reader:AfA¢A a -A A“Moments, fragments, a second of
vision, and then the flying waters, the winds dissipating and dissolving; then, too, the recollection
from chaos, the return of security, the earth firm, superb and brilliant in the sun.AfA¢A & -A Ae

(Pg. 432)A subtle but satisfying ending.

Adeline Stephen aka Virginia Woolf holds her place and remains a puzzling enigma to most of her
readers. Born in 1883, she was far in advance of most of her contemporary female authors. Her life
was troubled after she lost her mother, then her father, at a young age. She married Leonard Woolf,
a kindred spirit, in 1912. In 1917, they established the Hogarth Press which published many of
Woolf's novels, along with other notables, such as, T.S. Eliot.Virginia desperately needed a room
(space) of her own. But, her fanciful flights and gripping internalization needed to be grounded.
Virginia often used stream of consciousness style writing via her characters. She externalized
essential dialogues, views, and mindset impressions. She has often been described as a feminist.
She struck out mightily against male domination, and the established stereotyped image of grey,
quiet mouse type women.Night and Day was Woolf's second published novel. Again, she exercises
her elastic mind using subjects of marriage, non- marriage and emancipated females, as well as,
women’s suffrage. Decision, composure, contemplation and control were attributes of character,
Katharine Hilbery. Most did not suspect that she was keenly observant giving off tiny sparks like an

ancient jewel. This novel was Virginia Woolf’s chance to explore and utilize her thoughts and



emotions. These vivid portrayals were avant-garde for her day. Always on the edge. Some referred
to Woolf as "a leprechaun at work." She has proven through her numerous books, and her life, that

she was much more.

Parker’'s Jesse stone series is always entertaining. This is not the strongest outing by far, the villain
is lukewarm at best, but Parker was second to none in hard boiled detective fiction. His prose caries

the story along even with the weak antagonist.

The writing is concise. Short chapters. Nice interweaving of back history and crime solving. No
extraneous information. | recommend the series. I've not read the continuation books by another

author after Mr. Parker’s death, so | can’t comment on whether they have the same rhythms.

| found the relationship of Katharine and Ralph to be frustrating, but it may have been the time and

it's stuffy prim and proper ways. | am glad that everything became settled.

Great dialogue.Suspense.! like the continuity between books.Jesse Stone is a great character and

Suit & Molly round out the crew.

A classic Jesse Stone with lots of quirky characters and a story that will make you sorry the novel

has to come to an end.

Had to read this, | mean | had heard so much about Virginia Woolf and somehow had overlooked
her when reading the classics. | must say, | was disappointed. | read other readers reviews and they
spoke of the humor and character development. | Consider myself fairly well read but never even
smiled while reading this and | thought the characters were dry and closed off. Might be a good
story to develop into a period film as the premise was interesting. Her other works must be better
than this dull plodding book.
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